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What  is  a 

CONSERVATION  RANCH 

By  Soil  Conservation  Service  J/ 

If  you  are  a  rancher,  you  probably  have  some  land 
suitable  only  for  range,  tame  pasture,  or  meadow.  Some 
may  be  suitable  for  woodland.  And  on  some  you  may 
be  able  to  grow  cultivated  crops  safely.  You  ranch  dif- 
ferently from  anyone  else — because  of  the  differences 
in  your  land  and  in  your  vegetation  and  because  your 
ranching  needs  are  different  from  those  of  other  people. 

In  one  thing,  however,  you  are  probably  like  all  other 
ranchers — you  are  continually  making  plans  for  your 
ranch.  When  planning  your  operations  to  make  better 
use  of  the  soil,  water,  and  plants  on  your  ranch,  you 
are  making  a  conservation  ranch  plan. 

To  make  such  a  plan,  you  need  facts  about  the  soil, 
water,  and  plants  on  your  ranch.  With  this  informa- 
tion, you  can  decide  how  to  manage  these  resources  ac- 
cording to  their  need  for  protection  and  improvement 
and  how  best  to  use  your  land  within  its  capability. 
You  may  have  some  fertile  bottom  land  soil  while  other 
parts  of  your  ranch  may  be  less  fertile,  steep,  or  rocky. 
Some  parts  may  be  wet  and  others  well  drained;  your 
soils  may  vary  from  clay  to  sand.  You  are  likely  to 
have  several  range  sites  on  your  ranch,  each  one  capa- 
ble of  producing  different  kinds  or  amounts  of  native 
forage.  And  range  production  may  vary  from  low  to 
high. 

The  Soil  Conservation  Service  technician  in  your 
local  soil  conservation  district  will  give  technical  help 
in  providing  these  facts.  This  district,  one  of  nearly 
3,000  in  the  Nation,  was  organized  under  the  laws  of 
your  State  to  help  land  operators  carry  out  conserva- 
tion plans  on  their  farms  and  ranches. 

If  you  want  this  technical  help  from  your  district, 
you  should  ask  for  an  application  for  assistance,  or  see 
a  member  of  your  district  governing  body.  When  your 
application  is  approved,  the  district  governing  body  will 
ask  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  technician  to  assist 
you  in  developing  your  conservation  ranch  plan. 

He  will  have  a  map  of  your  ranch  (made  on  an  aerial 
photograph)  that  shows  the  soil  type,  slope,  and  erosion. 
It  will  also  show  which  areas  are  suited  for  cultivation. 
While  you  and  the  technician  are  developing  your  con- 
servation ranch  plan,  you  will  add  the  boundaries  of 
the  range  sites  and  the  range-condition  classes  to  a  sec- 
ond aerial-photo  map  of  your  ranch.  When  completed, 
these  maps  will  show  what  land  you  can  best  use  for 
range,  tame  pasture,  cropland,  meadow,  woodland,  wild- 
life, or  combinations  of  these. 
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As  the  two  of  you  go  over  your  ranch,  you  consider 
the  soil,  the  water  resources,  and  the  vegetation  you 
have  on  each  pasture  or  field.  You  decide  on  any 
changes  you  want  to  make  in  the  kind  and  size  of  your 
ranching  enterprise  and  the  feed  crops  you  need  to  grow 
for  the  livestock  you  want  to  keep.  You  decide  which 
fields  to  use  for  crops  and  where  tame  pastures,  mead- 
ows, and  holding  lots  are  to  be. 

You  may  wish  to  change  some  fence  boundaries  to 
make  cropping  or  livestock-grazing  management  easier. 
You  may  decide  to  plant  perennial  grass  on  land  you  are 
now  cultivating  that  the  land-capability  map  shows  is 
not  suited  to  crops.  If  you  need  cropland,  you  may 
want  to  plow  up  some  range  land  or  clear  some  woods 
on  land  that  it  is  safe  to  cultivate. 

As  you  proceed,  you  should  estimate  as  closely  as 
possible  the  expected  returns  from  the  ranch  after  the 
conservation  plan  is  put  into  effect.  Your  conservation 
ranch  plan  should  give  reasonable  assurance  that  your 
soil  and  plant  resources  are  being  improved  and  main- 
tained, that  your  crop  and  livestock  production  are  sus- 
tained or  increased,  and  that  your  ranch  will  continue 
to  be  a  stable  provider.  With  this  assurance,  operations 
can  be  aimed  at  the  greatest  annual  earnings. 

When  you  have  decided  what  all  of  your  land  is  to 
be  used  for,  you  and  the  technician  discuss  the  conser- 
vation practices  needed  for  your  range  and  cropland. 
Your  livestock  will  need  adequate  grazing  and  forage 
each  day  of  the  year,  hence  you  will  want  to  determine 
how  much  range  forage  is  available;  evaluate  your  tame- 
pasture  resources  and  feed  supplies;  and  determine  the 
kind,  class,  and  number  of  livestock  you  can  graze  and 
feed.  With  such  facts  at  hand,  you  can  better  organize 
your  grazing  management  plans  for  each  season  of  the 
year  and  work  out  necessary  livestock  breeding,  man- 
agement, and  marketing  programs. 

Once  you  know  what  you  want  to  do,  you  can  decide 
when  and  how  to  do  it.  If  you  need  to  plant  grass  on 
your  fields,  meadows,  and  waterways,  decide  what  kind 
of  grass  to  plant  and  when  to  plant  it.  Figure  out  the 
best  season  to  graze  ranges  and  tame  pastures  and  when 
to  use  feed  crops  and  supplemental  feed.  Decide 
whether  you  need  ponds,  diversions,  and  other  water- 
conservation  structures  and  plan  on  the  best  methods 
and  time  to  build  them.  You  will  also  decide  which 
areas  will  benefit  from  water  spreading  pitting,  or  brush 
control. 
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A  CONSERVATION   RANCH  PLAN  and  Related  Maps 


The  ranch  shown  in  .h,  example  her  i>  "  ^^ 

ranch  in  western    I  niter!  Stale.      Presented  he 

the  soil  map  and  miiservalion-ranrh-plan  map  aiscusst 


the  other  side  of  this  folder.     Also  included  is  i 


RANGE  SITES  ON  THIS  RANCH 

(Soils  are  listed  in  the  legend  for  soil  map) 


LAND   CAPABILITY   ON  THIS   RANCH 
(See  legend  on  soil  map  for  soil  names) 


Example  of 

A  CONSERVATION   RANCH   PL 

The  ranch  shown  in  the  example  here  is  a  2,235-acre 
ranch  in  western  United  States.  Presented  here  are 
the  soil  map  and  conservation-ranch-plan  map  discussed 
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Kind  of  sort 
Catalpa  clay,  nearly  level 
Denton  clay  loam,  nearly  level 
San  Saba  clay,  gently  sloping,  slightly  eroded 
San  Saba  clay,  gently  sloping,  moderately  eroded 
Denton  clay  loam,  gently  sloping,  slightly  eroded 
San  Saba  clay,  sloping,  slightly  eroded 
Denton  clay  loam,  sloping,  slightly  eroded 
Denton  clay,  shallow,  gently  sloping,  slightly  eroded 
Denton  clay,  shallow,  sloping,  slightly  eroded 
Denton  clay,  shallow,  sloping,  moderately  eroded 
Denton  clay,  shallow,  strongly  sloping,  slightly  eroded 
Denton  clay,  shallow,  moderately  steep,  slightly  eroded 
Brackett  gravelly  clay,  gently  sloping,  slightly  eroded 
Brackett  gravelly  clay,  sloping,  slightly  eroded 
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If  you  have  cropland,  you  select  the  fields  to  culti- 
vate. You  determine  whether  any  fields  need  to  be  ir- 
rigated or  drained;  terraced,  stripcropped,  or  contour 
cultivated;  and  where  to  build  ponds  and  plant  grass 
in  waterways.  You  may  want  to  give  special  attention  to 
wildlife  areas,  such  as  marshes. 

Figure  out  what  all  these  things  will  cost  and  what 
you  will  get  out  of  them.  The  technician  can  give  you 
many  good  suggestions,  but  you  must  make  the  final 
decisions. 

After  you  have  decided  what  you  want  to  do  and  when 
you  want  to  do  it,  the  technician  will  put  your  plan  in  writ- 
ing. Part  of  the  plan  will  be  a  conservation-ranch-plarr 
map.  The  planned  practices  may  be  shown  on  the  map 
or  written  out.  With  the  conservationist,  you  go  over 
the  plan  and  make  any  needed  changes  or  corrections. 

When  you  have  made  the  necessary  decisions,  you 
will  have  a  conservation  ranch  plan  that  if  followed 
will— 

1.  Keep  your  land  in  a  use  that  will  conserve  its  soil 
and  water. 

2.  Improve  eroded  and  wornout  soils  and  increase  their 
productivity. 

3.  Improve  the  condition  of  your  vegetation. 

4.  Provide  for  the  proper  application  of  water  on  the 
land  you  irrigate. 

5.  Increase  the  yield  of  all  the  products  from  your 
land — livestock,  cultivated  crops,  hay,  woodland, 
and  wildlife. 
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Class  I  to  Class  VIII,  choices  in  use  become  fewer  and 
limitations  in  use  and  risks  of  erosion  if  mismanaged 
become  greater. 

Your  local  soil  conservation  district  will  have  infor- 
mation on  practices  and  measures  best  suited  to  your 
particular  soil  and  climate. 

Few  ranches  have  all  eight  classes  of  land.  The  one 
shown  in  this  folder,  for  example,  has  no  Class  V  or 
VIII  land. 
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